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Dr. Dean L. Hoag was recently elected to the grade of "Member" in the American Soci-
ety of Agricultural Engineers. Dr. R.F. Espenschied has also been elevated to the 
''Member" grade in the same organization. 
Ten members of the staff offered inservice training courses at the Annual Conference 
for Agriculture Occupations Teachers, held on the campus in June. 
Professor Frank B. Lanham was awarded the Massey Ferguson Gold Medal at the 67th An-
nual Meeting held at Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, June 23-26. The award 
is "to honor those whose dedication to the spirit of learning and teaching in the 
field of agricultural engineering has advanced our agricultural knowledge and prac-
tice, and whose efforts ·serve as an inspiration to others." 
Dr. Harvey J. Hirning and Dr. E.F. Olver were second and third authors respectively 
of a recent publication entitled "Home Heating and Cooling with Electricity." The 
fourth author was Henry R. Spies '53. The booklet is available through either the 
Small Homes Council-Building Research Council or the Cooperative Extension Service. 
Dr. John c. Siemens was a major contributor to the 1974 Corn Annual~ a handbook of 
vital facts and figures about corn, published by the Corn Refiners Association, Inc. 
Jolm wrote on the topic "Will Reduced Tillage for Corn Production Conserve Fuel?" 
Dr. John c. Siemens and Dr. Harvey J. Hirning are contributors to a recent publica-
tion issued by the Cooperative Extension Service: "Growing, Harvesting, Marketing 
IllL~ois Wheat." John contributes a chapter dealing with harvesting and Harvey de-
scribes drying procedures and teclmiques. 
Dr. Paul N. walker has joined the staff as an Assistant Professor. Paul is a native 
of Indiana and holds degrees from the University of Arkansas, the University of Ha-
waii, and the University of Massachusetts. He will be associated with the Soil and 
Water area on a combination research-teaching assignment. Paul, Mrs. Walker, and 
their two children live at 3214 Kimberly in Champaign. 
ALUMNI NEWS 
Richard L. Bengtson '67 is a Captain in the Field Artillery, and serves as the In-
telligence Officer of an 8-inch howitzer battalion in Germany. His mailing address 
is HHB, 3rd Bn., 17th Field Artillery, APO, New York 09093. 
Michael F. "Mike" Walter, '68 and '70, has completed the program for his doctorate 
at the University of Wisconsin in Madison, and is now an assistant professor, Depart-
ment of Agricultural Engineering, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. Mike and Mrs. 
Walters (Dianne) have four children. 
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It is now Major Jerry R. Weibel '63. He receives mail addressed to MOQ10613, MCSC, 
Albany, Georgia 31705. 
Ronald E. Adams '68 was recently transferred from the John Deere Dubuque Works to 
the home office of Deere in Moline. His new assignment is Technical Placement Coor-
dinator in Manpower Planning and Recruiting. Ronald's home address is 3613 Cedarwood 
Ct., Bettendorf, Iowa 52722. 
Keith Miller, Ag. Mech '69, was a recent visitor in the Department. Keith is a staff 
sergeant, USAF, stationed at Chanute Air Force Base in Rantoul. He serves as an in-
structor in the Aircrew Egress Systems Repainnan Course, which in lay language accord-
ing to Keith, means "ejection seat maintenance." Keith and Mrs. Miller _ (Joyce) have 
two boys. They live on RFD 2, Rantoul, Illinois 61866. 
Ram A. Rastogi '68 is one of three authors of the lead article in the Journal of Ag-
ricultural Engineering3 Indian Society of Agricultural Engineers, August, 1973. The 
article is entitled ''Dimensional Analysis--A Technique to Study Rainfall-Runoff Phe-
nomenon of Ejnall Drainage Bas ins . 11 
One of the most gratifying features of the recent 67th annual meeting of the American 
Society of Agricultural Engineers held at Oklahoma State University in Stillwater was 
the large number of Illini agricultural engineering alumni presenting papers. Each 
year the ASAE Paper Awards Committee may select a total of 2.5 percent of the papers 
published by ASAE during the previous year to receive ASAE Paper Awards. Fourteen 
authors were cited in 1974, and three are Illini: Dr. E.J. Manke, '50 and '53; Dr. 
L.F. Huggins, '60 and '62; and Dr. B.K. "Barney" Huang '60. 
STUDENT NEWS 
Kenneth E. Litwiller, who attended Olympia High School at Nonnal and who is from Del-
avan, and Michael w. Krause, who attended Easton High School at Easton, were recently 
honored with a Book Award by the University of Illinois Mothers Association. Kenneth 
and Michael have completed the freshman year in Agricultural Engineering and are James 
Scholars. The awards went to 170 beginning freshmen who achieved straight "A" aver-
ages during the~r first semester at the University. The high schools are asked to se-
lect a book to be placed in the school library to honor these students. 
Kenneth E. Litwiller from Delavan tied for first place in the Undergraduate Mathematics 
Prize Contest, held on Campus during the 1973-74 school year. Kenneth won the lower-
level competition restricted to students enrolled in calculus. 
Alan D. Reeser, a senior next year in agricultural mechanization, is the winner of 
the 1974 Burkett-Cunningham-Dennis Award by the Alpha Zeta Fraternity. This includes 
a cash award of $500. 
Dean Warren Wessels, Assistant Dean and Placement Officer in the College of Agricul-
ture, has published a salary summary of 246 students who received the B.S. Degree in 
Agriculture, Forestry, Food Science, and Ornamental Horticulture in May, 197 4. The 
, summary is based on what the graduates reported they would be doing as of June 13, 1974. 
The average salary was $9,600; the median, $9,500; and the range, $6,450 to $12,500 
per year. 
The Illinois Student Branch, American Society of Agricultural Engineers, placed third 
among the larger student branches in the 1974 FIEI Student Branch Competition. This 
splendid recognition was announced at the 67th Annual Meeting of ASAE held at Oklahoma 
State University, June 23-26. 
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67TH ANNUAL MEETING 
The 1974 Annual Meeting of the American Society of Agricultural Engineers was held 
at Oklahoma State University in Stillwater, June 23-26, as noted previously. Local 
arrangements and overall planning were truly outstanding. Several Illini were in-
volved, including Professor Wendell Bowers, '48 and '56; Professor G.W.A. Mahoney 
'49; Professor Myron D. Paine '57; Dr. Peter D. Bloome, '65, '69, and '70; and Dr. 
Alan R. Rider '73. 
More than twenty staff members and students from the Department attended and actively 
participated in the program and numerous committee activities associated with the 
meeting. 
Al Reeser from Weldon, an ag mech senior, served as secretary of the National Coun-
cil of Student Affiliate Clubs. James E. "Jim" Sibley, Agricultural Engineering 
senior student from Prophetstown was active in the sessions arranged by the Nation-
al Council of Student Branches. Dr. L.E. Bode chaired a Tuesday-morning session 
dealing with current developments in pest-control equipment. Dr. J.C. Siemens served 
as presiding officer of a Tuesday-afternoon program on machinery management. Authors 
of papers from the staff of the Department included Dr. D.L. Hoag, '~etermination of 
the Susceptibility of Soybeans to Shatter"; Dr. D.H. vanderholm, "Field Performance 
of Selected Beef Feedlot Waste Handling Systems"; Professor B.J. Butler, "Quantita-
tive Analysis of Paired Microresidues Using Filter Fluorometry"; Dr. D.R. Hunt, ''Ma-
chinery Selection with Progrannnable Calculators"; Mr. E. c. Dickey and Dr. w. D. 
Lembke, "Pond Water Q.lality in a Claypan Region"; and Dr. J .o. Curtis and Pro-
fessor E.L. Hansen, "Fiber-Reinforced Concrete for Farm Building Construction." 
ITEMS TO PONDER 
Nuclear power is growing fast. Thirty-seven percent of the new electric generating 
capacity added by U.S. power suppliers during 197 4 will be nuclear. One rna j or power 
supplier in northern Illinois estimates their 1974 fuel requirements as 54 percent 
coal, 34.5 percent nuclear, 9 percent oil, and 2.5 percent natural gas. 
One statistician estimates in his state that if farms continue to decline at the rate 
of the past ten ·years, no land will be left by the year 2013. Also, if total workers 
on the farms of his state decline at the same rate as in the past ten years, no one 
will be left by 1987. Reminds one of the Mark Twain passage when he analyzed the 
changing length of the lower Mississippi: 
"In the space of 176 years the lower Mississippi has shortened itself 
242 miles. That is an average of a trifle over 1-1/3 miles per year. 
Therefore, any calm person, who is not blind or idiotic, can see that 
in the Old Oolitic Silurian Period, just a million years ago next No-
vember, the lower Mississippi River was upward of one million three 
hundred thousand miles long, and stuck out over the Gulf of Mexico 
like a fishing rod. And by the same token any person can see that 
742 years from now the lower Mississippi will be only a mile and 3/4 
long, and Cairo and New Orleans will have joined their streets to-
gether, and be plodding comfortably along under a single mayor and 
a mutual board of aldermen. There is something fascinating about 
science. One gets such wholesale returns of conjecture out of such 
a trifling investment of fact." 
